
GQVERNMENT O F  THE C)ISTRICT OF 
BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

Applicat ion No. 13283 of the  Pres ident  and Direc tors  of 
Georgetown College, pursuant t o  Sub-section 8207.11 of t he  
Zoning Regulat ions,  f o r  a spec ia l  exception under Paragraph 
4101.41 t o  continue the  opera t ion  of a parking l o t  and f o r  a 
var iance  from the  p r o h i b i t i o n  aga ins t  a l l -day  commuter parking 
(Sub-paragraph 4101.413) i n  an SP-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
412-416 - 5 th  S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  and 413-435 - 6th S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  
(Square 489, L o t s  815, 832 and 833) .  

HEARING DATE: Ju ly  1 6 ,  1980 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: Ju ly  1 6 ,  1980 (Bench Decision) 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The subjec t  property i s  loca ted  i n  an SP-2 D i s t r i c t  on 
t h e  south s i d e  of E S t r e e t  between 5 th  and 6 th  S t r e e t s .  

2 .  The app l i can t  proposes t o  continue using the  sub jec t  
property a s  a parking l o t .  Approval was given f o r  establishment 
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  parking l o t  pursuant t o  t h e  Board's Order No. 
10961 ,  e f f e c t i v e  da t e  March 7 ,  1972. Since t h a t  t i m e  t h i s  Board 
has approved the  continued use of t he  parking l o t  by Order No. 
11882, dated A p r i l  23, 1975 and No. 12469 ,  dated November 1 0 ,  
1977. 

3 .  The s i t e  contains  aces  f o r  203 c a r s .  

4 .  No veh ic l e  entrance o r  e x i t  i s  loca ted  wi th in  twenty- 
f i v e  f e e t  of an i n t e r s e c t i o n  a s  measured from the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of t he  curb l i n e s  extended. The appl icant  proposes t o  use t h e  
e x i s t i n g  curb cu t s  on F i f t h  and Six th  S t r e e t s ,  wi th  hours of 
operat ion on Monday through Friday from 7 A.M. t o  6 P.M. 

5. A l l  a r eas  devoted t o  driveways, access  lanes  and parking 
a reas  a r e  paved wi th  m a t e r i a l s  which form an a l l  weather impervious 
su r f  ace.  

6. Concrete wheel s t o p s  have been provided s o  t h a t  no veh ic l e  
o r  p a r t  thereof p r o j e c t s  over any l o t  l i n e  o r  bu i ld ing  l i n e .  

7 .  The e x i s t i n g  parking f a c i l i t y  has upon i t  an a t t e n d a n t ' s  
s h e l t e r  which provides l i g h t i n g  i n  an arrangement t h a t  meets t h e  
requirements of t he  Zoning Regulations.  
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8 .  
deb r i s .  
condi t ion and i n  a nea t  and o rde r ly  appearance. 

The sub jec t  property i s  bordered on the south by t h e  
Off ice  of the  Recorder of Deeds. To t he  e a s t  across  F i f t h  S t r e e t  
and t o  t h e  no r theas t  a r e  t h e  l o c a l  cour t  b u i l d i n g s .  To t he  nor th  
a r e  seve ra l  o f f i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  along "E" S t r e e t  including t h e  
Sa lva t ion  A r m y  o f f i c e s .  On the  northwest s i d e  i s  the  Hecht Company 
Department S tore  and t o  t h e  west a r e  the  Bicentennial  and Pa t r i ck  
Henry o f f i c e  bui ld ings .  The parking use i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  compatible 
wi th  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e  use charac te r  of the  a r e a ,  and serves  a 
parking need f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  the  c o u r t s .  

t he  Zoning Commission a s  a Planned Unit Development. 
t i v e s  of t h e  appl icant  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  development i s  scheduled 
t o  begin a s  soon a s  some t i t l e  ques t ions  a r e  c l ea red  up. 

11. Representat ives  of t he  app l i can t  s t a t e d  t h a t  approximately 
one t h i r d  of t he  spaces a r e  used f o r  a l l -day  commuter parking,  with 
the  remainder providing short-term spaces for the  c o u r t s ,  Yunicipal 
Center and o ther  surrounding uses .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f u r t h e r  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  long-term parking was being phased o u t .  

A l l  p a r t s  of t he  l o t  have been kept  f r e e  of r e f u s e  and 
The landscaping has been maintained i n  a hea l thy  growing 

9 .  

10. Development of t h e  sub jec t  property has  been approved by 
Representa- 

1 2 .  The app l i can t  requested approval of t h e  l o t  through t h e  
end of t h i s  y e a r ,  and a var iance  t o  permit t h e  p a r t i a l  a l l -day  
parking t o  continue through t h a t  per iod .  

premises while t he  PUD i s  f i n a l i z e d  o the r  than a parking l o t .  
The Board f i n d s  t h a t  o rde r ly  phasing out  of commuter parking i s  
occurr ing ,  and t h e r e  i s  no v a l i d  pub l i c  purpose t o  be served by 
immediately halt ingall-day parking on t h i s  s i t e .  

13.  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no reasonable  use f o r  t h i s  

14.  The app l i ca t ion  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  Department 

15.  There was no r e p o r t  from Advisory Neighborhood 

p o r t a t i o n .  No r e p o r t  was rece ived .  

2c. 

of Trans - 

Corn i s s ion 

1 6 .  There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on the  record ,  t he  Board concludes t h a t  the  app l i can t  
i s  seeking a spec ia l  exception and a use  va r i ance ,  A s  t o  t he  
s p e c i a l  exception t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t he  app l i can t  has sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  complied wi th  the  requirements of Paragraph 4101.41 
of the  Zoning Regulations and t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion,  a s  
h e r e i n a f t e r  condi t ioned,  can be granted a s  i n  harmony w i t h  t he  
general  purpose and i n t e n t  of t he  Zoning Regulations and w i l l  not 
tend t o  e f f e c t  adversely the  use of neighboring p rope r ty .  A s  t o  
t he  use va r i ance ,  t he  var iance  t o  permit a l l -day  commuter parking 
t h i s  r e q u i r e s  a showing of a hardship upon the  O T ~ T ~ C X  of the  
property t h a t  a r i s e s  from t h e  proper ty  i t s e l f .  The Board notes  
t h a t  only one- th i rd  of t h e  spaces a r e  so used,  t h a t  a l l -day  
parking i s  gradual ly  being kased out  i n  t h i s  l o t  and w i l l  be 
terminated completely a s  o f  the  end of t he  yea r ,  and t h a t  no 
publ ic  purpose i s  served by r equ i r ing  immediate ces sa t ion  of 
commuter parking under the  circumstances.  The Board concludes 
t h a t  t he  gran t ing  of t he  var iance  i s  thus appropr i a t e .  

The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  with t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  con- 
d i t i o n i n g  the  g r a n t  h e r e i n ,  t he  use  var iance  can be granted with- 
ou t  s u b s t a n t i a l  detriment t o  the  pub l i c  good and without  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impairing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the  
zone p lan .  Accordingly, i t  i s  ORDERED t h a t  t he  s p e c i a l  exception 
and var iance  a r e  GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  following C O N D I T I O N S :  

a .  Approval f o r  t h i s  parking l o t  s h a l l  exp i r e  on 
December 31, 1980. 

b .  A l l  a r eas  devoted t o  driveways, access  l a n e s ,  and 
parking a reas  s h a l l  be maintained with a paving of m a t e r i a l  
forming an al l -weather  impervious su r face .  

c .  Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e rec t ed  and maintained f o r  
the p ro tec t ion  of a l l  ad jo in ing  bu i ld ings .  

d. No v e h i c l e  or any p a r t  thereof  s h a l l  be permitted 
t o  p r o j e c t  over any l o t  o r  bu i ld ing  l i n e  o r  on or  over the  
publ ic  space.  

e .  A l l  p a r t s  of t he  l o t  s h a l l  be kept  f r e e  of r e f u s e  
o r  debr i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped. Landscaping 
s h a l l  be maintained i n  a hea l thy  growing condi t ion  and i n  
a n e a t  and o rde r ly  appearance. 
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f .  No o ther  use s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon the  
premises and no s t r u c t u r e  o the r  than an a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  
s h a l l  be e rec t ed  or  used upon the  premises unless  such use 
o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  otherwise permit ted i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  
i n  which the  parking l o t  i s  loca t ed .  

g .  Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l umina te  the  parking l o t  or 
i t s  accessory bui ld ing  s h a l l  be so  a r  anged t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
rays  of such l i g h t i n g  a r e  confined t o  t h e  su r face  of t he  
parking l o t .  

VOTE: 5-0 (Walter B .  Lewis, William F .  McIntosh, Connie Fortune, 
Leonard L .  McCants and Charles R .  Norr is  t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D .  C .  BOARD OF ZONIZ'lG ADJUSTMENT 

Executive Director  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 5 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE Z O N I N G  REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT," 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
I S  FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND 
INSPECTIONS. 

l b  


